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Park Cities Van Linas, Ina,
11282 Indian Trail
Dallas, Texas 75229

Attentiont Mz, Clifton L, Noburson
Pxasidant

\

Gentlomons

By letter dated July 16, 1973, ‘you, protented tho'rajaction of
your bid as nonretponsive tunder solinitation No, 10-73-F88~7P2T,
issued by the Goneral Setvicea Meinlatration (GSA).

The solicitation was 1asued on June 3, 1973, for traneportation
sorvices (including drayage, moving, packing, crating and incidental
labor and pervices) required by Coverrment agencien within the city
linits ox cowaercial zonass of various civies, Inclwling Dallav, Texas,
You wera the lowcat aggregate bidder for the Dallas area, but the

contracting officer determined that your bid was nonresponsive because

you failed to ontor bid prices upder columu B of itea 6, export chip~
ment. You proteated the rejectfon of your hid to the contracting
officer, wha danied your protent by lettev of July 13, 1973,

The eaVdadcetion provided on page B8 that:

Y"Award w.'11 Le rnde to the respongible bidder having '
the lowesu apgregute {bid] for ench city, 7o be
considerod xesponsive, coch bidder must bid on pll
items and oub~items under Columns A and 5, SCHIDULE
OF RATES +,ND CHARCES ® & %, PAILURE TO BID ON ALJ,
S8ERVICES SHALL DISQUALIFY 'I'EE BID A8 BRING
NONRESPONSIVE, . i
"NOTE$ Buu exception for export packing and crating

at Hew. Orleans, Lou:ln:uml. Item 6, Column B,
® o alY . .

A footnote to item 6, column B, cautionedt "Do not uubntt bids under
Column B ~ Export Shipments for services to te Eerr°rmed within the
city limits or cormercinl zone of New Orleang, louisiany,’
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" " "Basically, it is your contention that the solicitation wens
confusing in that you wera upnder the impression that you were uat
supposed to bid on theae subitemi, Originnlly, you entered pricae
undexr this subitem but, after rereading the instruction you ""whited

;-

out this bid and typud iw "NI/A' ahove the white ink,” You interprated

- the cautionary footnote tn item 6, columa B, as meaning that 1o bids

should be entered except for expor® shipments within the city limits
or couwmarcial zone of MHew Oricano, :

GS5A, however, dinagreen with this interpravation and argusa that

the proper meaning to be given to this footnote is that bids must be ,

submitted under column B, except for export shipments within NHew
Orleans, . :

Bidders wara requirad by the shove fuoted yroviasion on pags 8 of
the solicitation to bid on all itens and subitems undar colurms A and
B or thailyr bida would be nonrasponsive, The only exceptfon to this
requirenent was tha note which cautionsd, "Seo exceotion for export

packing and crating at NHew Orleans, Louisisna, Item 6, Colurm B & & &,V
When this caveat is vead in conjunction with tha footnote under item 6,

colurm B, wa think tha meaning of these provisions is cleay and that
the general recuirement that bids wust be subnitted for all itoms and
gsubiteme under dolumn B doee not apply to export shipments within New
Orlcans, Although you apparently miginterpreted thane provicsions, we
fail to sce that they wore ambiguoun or contusing.
Py e

v Furthermore, we should point out that wunder our "Interim 34d
‘Protest Proceduros and Standarda," protests hased on amhipuities
apparent prior to bid opening should be filed nrior to bid.openings.
4 C,F.R, 20, Since you admit to confusion over thae meaning of these
provisions prior to bid opening, you should have attempted to resolva

thia confusion with the agency or proteat to our Office bhefors rub-
Co

21nnily; you urga that you be parmitted to correct your mistake

pursuant to Federal Procurcnent Regulations (FPR) 1-2,406, . This prow'

viaion does mot provide authority for corrgction in the eituation
here, ¥IR 1-2,406~3(a) stipulates that: = aRE

S L B
' ’

"Yhe authority containod harein to permit correction of’

' '

'+, ."'bide 4a limited to bids which, as sutmitted, are respon—

,."adve to the invitation for bids, and may not: he used to' °

... pormit correction of bids to wake them responsive."
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_.Ginca your hid, as submittod, was nonresponsive, 1t may not bo coswacted;
40 Comp, Gen, 132 (1910),

] .
*

Accordingly, your protest is Jdeniad,

. , . Sinceroly yuur; ’

' PAUL G, DEMBLING

Yer tRo pomprroller Gemeral
of the United Stateo
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